CAREER PILOT

Career Tips

Spending flying dollars wisely

By Karen Kahn
isspent flying dollars are like

IVl bad landings, and everyone’s
done it. They can range from
overspending on basic training to unnec-
essary expenditures for seemingly profes-
sional add-ons, such as “job qualification”
courses that familiarize students with a
large airline-type aircraft. Many new-
comers forget that recruiters from flight
schools are paid to sell you their specific
type of flight training. For the basics, all
FAA certificates and ratings ultimately ap-
pear on the same wallet-size card, regard-
less of where your training was obtained.

One of the unadvertised benefits of
aviation is that those who have succeeded
like to help those who help themselves.
Great opportunities exist for pilots who
demonstrate by their actions, rather than
the size of their wallets, their dedica-
tion to and passion for flying. You don’t

have to attend a fancy big-name school
to get a good job. In fact, you might find
a job sooner if you go to a smaller school
because some of the networking oppor-
tunities can be far better when you've got
fewer competitors in a narrow field.

required than the minimums advertised.
Prepaying with a credit card may give you
some protection if the business fails.
Many advertisements describe spe-
cialized courses that sound like official,
career-enhancing programs designed to

No reputable school should object

to you paying as you go.

No reputable school should object
to you paying as you go. If you’ve paid
for everything up front, you may find
yourself at the back of a line of creditors
if the school closes its doors before you
finish your training. If there’s a financial
advantage to paying in advance, limit
your purchase to one rating at a time and
check the fine print for the cost of extra
flight hours, should more training be

move you up into the big leagues upon
their completion. Unfortunately, tak-

ing such courses at an inappropriate
time—early in your flight education, for
example—usually does little to impress

a prospective employer. Even a high-
time pilot will derive little benefit from
specialized training when there’s minimal
flight time included with the training

and no guaranteed job offer to support
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Multi-Engine Rating (10-Hour) .......covvevcerrernen, $3,795/ 4 Days

ATP Certificate $2,495 / 2 Days
ATP Certificate (10-Hour) $3,795 / 4 Days
ATP Written & Certificate $2,695/ 3 Days
CFl Multi $2,495 / 2 Days
CFl Multi & CFII $3,795/ 5 Days

ATP or FEX Written Prep & Exam....

www.ALLATPS.com

Flight Training Program Information

www.PilotJobs.com
Regional Airline Hiring Information

......... $295/ 1 Day

 with this limited-time special.
Check out www.ALLATPS.com for availability
at select training centers nationwide.

4,500+ FAA Certificates Issued Annually
"> 20 Locations Nationwide

Total CFI Program
$6,995 / 14 Days

In just 14 days, earn your initial CFI certificate
with multi, single & instrument ratings.

Available at select training centers.
Check website for prerequisites.

GET THE COMPETITIVE FDGF

www.BeAnAirlinePilot.com
Sign up for a Pilot Career Coach

= CFI Multi
= CFl Single
= CFl Instrument

BOO0-ALL 4IPS

800-255-2877 ¢ info@allatps.com



